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(i^  r  e  e  1 1  n  s  g  ! 

To  our  pastors,  to  our  church  people,  to  all  our  friends,  St.  Olaf 
College  extends  sincere  Christmas  and  New  Year  greetings.  May 
peace  and  joy  from  the  new-born  Prince  of  Peace  flow  like  a  crystal 
stream  into  your  hearts  and  lives — now  and  in  the  days  to  come! 

St.  Olaf  College  is  enjoying  a  high  degree  of  prosperity.  The 
number  of  students  enrolled  at  the  present  time  is  577.  This  is 
really  a  larger  number  than  the  institution  is  e(|uipped  to  take  care 
ul  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner.  Class-rooms  are  too  few  and 
overcrowded.  Teachers  are  also  too  few.  The  classes  in  some  de- 
partments are  too  large  for  a  college  professor  to  manage  with  ideal 
efficienc3^ 

*  *  * 

But  what  an  inspiration  it  ought  to  give  every  loyal  member  of 
our  church  to  see  this  multitude  of  young  people  coming  to  its  col- 
lege to  obtain  a  liberal  education  under  the  influence  of  the  Christian 
faith.  Behold,  how  large  a  field  the  Lord  has  entrusted  to  our  church 
and  its  college.  Now,  our  problem  is,  is  there  enough  Christian 
energy  in  our  church  to  do  efficiently  the  work  that  God  places  right 
before  us  to  do?  Let  every  one  among  us,  by  his  own  personal  con- 
secration, by  his  life  in  daily  prayer,  by  his  moral  and  financial  sup- 
port of  God's  work,  contribute  substantially  toward  the  accomplish- 
ment of  our  task. 

*  *  * 

St.  Olaf  College  is  a  Christian  school.  As  such  it  is  and  must 
be  an  outworking  of  the  Christian  Spirit  of  the  church.  We  try  to 
realize  how  close  is  the  connection  between  the  true  Christian  suc- 
cess of  the  college  and  the  place  which  is  given  it  in  the  prayer-life 
of  our  Christian  people.  May  we  kindly  ask  our  pastors  to  bear  this 
in  mind  in  their  own  individual  prayer-life  and  on  accasion  to  remind 


their  praying  parishioners.  By  God's  grace  we  want  to  maintain  St. 
Olaf  as  an  educational  institution  in  which  vital,  living  Christianity 
shall  be  faithfully  fostered.  Come,  let  us  join  in  pleading  with  God 
for  renewed  Pentecostal  blessings  upon  the  institution,  upon  its 
teachers  and  students. 


College  Expenses. 

There  has  of  late  been  some  discussion  on  the  question  of  ex- 
penses imposed  on  the  student  attending  college.  An  expression 
from  our  standpoint  on  this  subject  has  already  been  published  in 
our  church  papers.  But  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  insert  here  some 
paragraphs  selected  from  the  St.  Olaf  Bulletin,  of  December,  1912. 
The  paragraphs  selected  are  given  below. 

After  describing  the  general  increase  in  living  expenses  the  last 
few  years,  the  Bulletin  goes  on  to  say: 

All  these  considerations  unavoidably  add  to  the  cost,  unless  the  institution  is 
willing  to  drop  out  of  the  higher  class  of  institutions  and  follow  a  standard  of  its 
own. 

To  illustrate  these  statements  let  us  quote  the  Registrar  of  the  University  of 
Minnesota,  who  has  compiled  figures  showing  the  cost  of  living  at  his  own  and  17 
other  institutions  of  similar  type.  He  finds  that  present  student  expenses  average 
from  22  to  50  per  cent  higher  than  those  of  1892.  The  Minnesota  general  average 
is  40  per  cent  higher.  Tuition  and  fees  paid  to  the  college  have  increased  27  per 
cent,  board  and  room  rent  33  per  cent,  and  other  expenses  50  per  cent.  These  arc 
said  to  be  conservative  figures. 

It  would  be  unreasonable,  in  view  of  these  facts,  to  expect  that  our  church 
colleges  alone  could  escape  the  universal  tendency  toward  increasing  cost. 

On  the  other  hand;  the  majority  of  serious  observers  will  agree,  that  there  are 
many  tendencies  toward  unnecessary  wastefulness  in  the  life  of  the  college  student 
of  today.  The  students  of  the  smaller  colleges,  especially,  have  fallen  into  the  habit 
of  attempting  to  imitate  the  activities  of  larger  and  wealthier  institutions  and  of 
failing  to  recognize  their  own  limitations.  Practically  every  smaller  college  is  com- 
pelled to  fight  against  the  undue  multiplication  of  athletic,  literary,  and  social 
activities  which  threaten  to  rob  the  student  of  both  time  and  money.  The  same 
holds  good  of  standards  of  student  living  and  private  expenditure.  What  may  be 
necessary  and  proper  expense  for  the  son  of  a  wealthy  merchant  or  manufacturer 
at  Vale  or  Harvard  is  luxury  and  waste  for  the  farmer's  boy  or  the  clergyman's 
son  at  one  of  our  western  schools.  There  are  very  few  of  those  who  are  in  charge 
of  our  schools  and  who  are  interested  in  their  welfare  who  would  not  be  glad  to 
see  the  return  of  much  of  the  old  simplicity  and  economy,  not  only  from  a  financial 
standpoint,  but  also  for  its  value  in  the  formation  of  hal)it  and  character  and  as 
a   sotuider  preparation  for  the  sober  duties  of  life. 

Along  these  lines  the  college  needs  the  co-operation  of  the  parents  and  guardians 
of  its  students.  It  can  advise  economy  and  can  make  rvdes  against  imwise  and 
unnecessary  expense  in  pulilic  affairs,  but  it  can  not  forbid  pointlilank  the  use  of 
money  for  things  which  are  not  essentially  vicious  or  directly  harmful.  If  those 
from  whom  the  students'  money  comes,  put  no  restraint  on  their  expenditures  and 
call  for  no  account,  or  even  from  motives  of  pride  and  ambition  encourage  them 
in  costly  tastes  and  habits,  the  college  authorities  will  be  powerless  to  keep  ex- 
penses down  to  a  reasonal:le  level. 

The  table  of  student  expenses  worked  out  in  191 2  will  hold  good 
also  for  the  present  time — at  least  substantially  so.  We  liere  gi\c 
the  table: 


r.ow  Average  Liberal 

Estimate       Estimate  Estimate 

1.  Board   $  90         $  90— $105  $125 

2.  Room  rent    IcS  26  36—$  45 

3.  Tuition    36  36  36 

4.  Incidentals    10  10  10 

5.  Gymnasium  fee    4  4  4 

6.  Library  fee    1  1  1 

7.  Books    and    school    supplies   16  20  25 

8.  Laundry    15  20  25 

9.  Athletics   2.50        10  15 

10.  Society   and   class   dues   13  5 

11.  Concert,  lecture,  and  other  tickets   2.50         4  6 

12.  Church   dues   and   collections   2  3  5 

13.  Extra   furniture  and   room   decorations   6  10 

14.  Social  affairs   2  5  / 

15.  Incidental    expenses    and    spending    money....       10  25  50 

$208.00    $260— $275    $358— $367 

16.  Clothing    $  40         $  60  $100 

$248.00    $320— $335    $458— $467 
To  the  above  should  be  added  laboratory  fees,  which  come  to  $8  annually  foi 
chemistry,  $6  for  biology,  $5  for  physics,  and  $2  for  botany. 

Paragraphs  1 — 9  are  necessary  expenses  which  every  student  must  meet.  Para- 
graphs 10 — 15  can  be  omitted  in  case  of  absolute  necessity,  but  a  student  who 
wishes  to  have  the  full  benefit  of  college  life  ought  to  take  some  part  in  the  social, 
athletic,  literary,  and  musical  afifairs  occurring  at  college  even  though  some  expense 
attaches  to  them.  Students  are  also  encouraged,  as  a  matter  of  right  principle,  to 
contribute  to  the  treasury  of  the  local  church,  the  Luther  League,  and  to  mis- 
sionary and  charitable  collections  as  far  as  their  means  will  allow. 

The  higher  rates  for  board  are  for  private  boarding  clubs  or  family  board  which 
will  range  between  $3.00 — $3.75  per  week.  Rooms  in  private  houses  cost  $4.00 — 
$5.00  per  month. 

Clothing  is  not  properly  a  college  expense,  but  an  estimate  is  included,  as  they 
are  in  many  cases  bought  out  of  the  stvident's  allowance. 

Music  is  also  not  allowed  for  in  the  above  schedule.  The  cost  of  lessons  by 
the  various  teachers  is  given  in  the  college  catalog.  It  may  be  said,  however,  that 
the  expenses  for  a  music  student  will  be  from  $40  to  $120  higher  than  that  of  the 
regular  college  student.  This  is  not  only  the  case  at  St.  Olaf.  Musical  education 
is  everywhere  far  more  expensive  than  other  courses  of  study.  It  is  no  uncommon 
occurrence  to  find  music  teachers  of  high  ability  charging  $5.00  and  more  per  hour 
for  such  instruction. 

If  the  student  belongs  to  the  various  representative  musical  organizations  and 
athletic  teams,  particularly  if  they  make  tours  outside  of  Northfield,  this  may  bring 
with  it  additional  expenses,  but  these  are  so  indefinite  that  no  estimate  can  be  made. 

The  amount  needed  for  pocket  money  and  for  incidental  expenses  will,  of  course, 
depend  on  the  students'  means  or  on  the  liberality  of  their  parents.  The  figures 
given  are  put  low. 

In  the  graduating  year  expenses  will  naturally  be  somewhat  higher  than  the 
above;   probably   15   to   20   per  cent. 
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